Tracks how dry spells or droughts, and to a lesser extent The Caribbean Drought Bulletin  offers
excessive rainfall, have developed in the past few evidence-based support for drought early warning.

months and up to a year. It can help:

Maps drought situations at regional and national levels THE AGRICULTURE SECTOR assess water

and for one-, three-, six- and 12-month time periods. 2 availability for cropping, livestock, pest

Short- and long-term drought outlooks and drought and disease management options on

alert maps. montt_\Iy to annual time perlods. It he|p§ in
. : ) ., planning and selecting appropriate

Headline news on drought impacts affecting the region’s resources and production methods.

climate-sensitive sectors.
THE DISASTER MANAGEMENT SECTOR

guide coordination for a drought
response.

THE ENERGY SECTOR gauge how
hydropower supply may be affected in
meeting seasonal energy demands and
predict energy production costs, as well as
demands for cooling and desalination.

S o+ THE HEALTH SECTOR examine drought

e 1% conditions to prepare communities for
risk, including limited access to food and
potable water for drinking and sanitation.

=== 2+ THE TOURISM SECTOR monitor and
—- predict water availability for hotel and
public infrastructure, as well as mitigate
operational shortages.

THE WATER SECTOR monitor and predict
water levels, production and delivery
needs, as well as raise public awareness of
and inform government action on pending
water crises.

The Caribbean Drought Bulletin is published by
the 15th of each month. View and download the
latest issue at:
http://rcc.cimh.edu.bb/bulletins/drought/latest

CARIBBEAN DROUGHT BULLETIN
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|dentification of the region’s ongoing and emerging
drought concerns.

Advance notice of expected drought alert levels for the
coming season.

Overview of shorter- and longer-term concerns in map
and textual formats.

Definition of the relationship between drought alert levels
and the action levels they trigger.

The CariCOF Drought Outlook is published on
the 1st of each month. View and download the
latest version at:

http://rcc.cimh.edu.bb/outlooks/drought/latest

Long-term drought outlook — drought concerns until end of the 2015
Caribbean hurricane/wet season (Nov 30t", 2015)?
* This 12-month SPl-based drought outlook uses observations until August 2015,
with potential impacts on large surface water reserves and groundwater. In general,
impacts are expected if the 12-month SPI is <-1.3 (very dry or worse — ref.. CDPMN).

= Impactful hydrological drought by the end of the wet season is a concern across all
the Antilles (except Cuba) and in Belize.

« Adrought emergency is issued for NW Belize and SE Puerto Rico. A drought
warning is issued for Barbados, Belize, central Hispaniola, E Jamaica, Leewards, NW
Puerto Rico, Trinidad & Tobago and Windwards.

Last update Updated September 2015
Drought alert authook Corcerms by the end o Se

The

CariCOF  Drought Outlook provides

early-warning information. It also suggests actions
as practical information on how to effectively
handle drought conditions across the region. It can

help:

THE AGRICULTURE SECTOR mitigate and
adapt to near-future water shortages
through irrigation, pest management,
mulching, seed selection, crop insurance,
and water harvesting and conservation.

THE DISASTER MANAGEMENT SECTOR
release public service announcements and
activate response plans.

THE ENERGY SECTOR take water
conservation measures to achieve optimal
balance of supply and demand. It can also
enhance dam management for reliable
hydro-power generation.

THE HEALTH SECTOR implement disease
surveillance and manage the distribution
of emergency water supply to help prepare
for drought conditions.

THE TOURISM SECTOR integrate
conservation efforts to reduce service
interruptions and plan for changes in
water, food and energy supply.

THE WATER SECTOR advise government
on water rationing/restrictions, intensify
resource  protection including leak
detection and distribution system repairs.
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The CariSAM portal supports the Caribbean Society for The CariSAM portal and its resources can help:
Agro-Meteorology (CariSAM), a community of agricultural

and food security practitioners (including forestry), tTHE AGR%CU'-TU'.}E AND F(%ODeSItE#URHr']Yd sslgmt%
meteorologists, climatologists and others from related .Of man;_s I'eEtlm ('js t“tse ?. V¥a il be'll‘t t:ma
fields. information to adapt to ciimate variapility, cnange
and extremes.

It also builds the capacity of agricultural practitioners to use THE DISASTER MANAGEMENT SECTOR through
climate information and links them to key agencies and the provision of information to better manage risks
specialists at national, regional and international levels. related to weather and climate extremes in the
The portal serves as: sector.

THE WATER SECTOR address demand issues from
the agriculture and food security sector, which is the
single largest user of water in the Caribbean.

A weather and climate information resource for the
Caribbean agriculture and food security sector.

A source that supports meteorologists and
climatologists to provide better tailored climate

information products and services for the sector. These [=] 34 [w]

include national and regional agro-meteorological _

bulletins, climate outlooks and weather forecasts. The CariSAM portal can be accessed at:
http://carisam.cimh.edu.bb/ [w]=

A publication hub showcasing state-of-the-art applied

research in agro-meteorology and related sciences ~ USErs are invited to register for an account
from the region and around the world. on the website in order to participate in discussion

forums.
A discussion forum featuring sessions designed to
facilitate collaboration and dialogue on important ;
agro-meteorological issues in the Caribbean. g .

An online training centre offering webinars and courses
to enhance the knowledge and application of weather
and climate information and use of new tools.
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